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J4/99-0297, Comments on 99-0276 (Reimann)

First of all, I would like to compliment Ann with this and the previous document that shows the great amount of time and effort she has spent for a thorough investigation of all the consequences of the concept of bit and national groups.

In general, I can agree with almost all of her proposals. 

1. In some items, the change of "group item" to "an alphanumeric, bit, or national group item" seems unnecessary but at the other hand this makes it more clear to the reader. If I had to vote on this, I would abstain.

This refers to item numbers 13, 19, 22, 23, 27 (first sub item), 29, 54, 55, 56 ……………………..

2. Item 1

a) I can agree with Artur's suggestions , with a minor change:

"4.nn    bit group item:   A group item containing only subordinate bit data items, declared explicitly or implicitly as a group item that is treated as an elementary item unless specified otherwise.

4.nn    national group item:   A group item containing only subordinate national data items, declared explicitly or implicitly as a group item that is treated as an elementary item unless specified otherwise."

b) I suggest to add the following definitions:

"4.nn    elementary bit data item: An elementary data item of category boolean and usage bit.

4.nn    elementary national data item: An elementary data item of class national."

c) I suggest to change the definitions for bit data item and national data item as follows: 

"4.nn    bit data item:   An elementary bit data item or a bit group item.

4.nn    national data item:   An elementary national data item or a national group item."

3. Item 4

a) 8.5.1.6.1, change the last sentence in part to read : "… Alignment of national data items; and …"

b) 8.5.1.6.1.2, change the header as Artur has proposed

c) 8.5.1.6.1.2,  change the first sentence in part to read : "Alignment of national data items is  …"

d) 8.5.1.6.1.3, first paragraph incl. Bullets, I agree with Artur's comments.

e) 8.5.1.6.1.3, second paragraph: I am not sure whether to use the term "byte" or the term "character" here. I tend to use "character".

f) 8.5.1.6.1.3, second bulleted list, last item: I agree with Artur's proposal as far as the text change is concerned, but I don't agree with his proposal for a Note. Instead, I suggest to add this example to Annex C.

g) 8.5.1.6.1.3, first Note after the second bulleted list, I wouldn't like to have this Note in the Draft since this principle has already been explained elsewhere.

h) 8.5.1.6.1.3, second Note after the second bulleted list, I just don't understand. Take this code for example:


77  field-a pic 1 usage bit.


77  field-b pic x.

Does the Note mean that there will be no filler bits after field-a? And if so, what does that mean in terms of memory assignment?

4. Item 6

I am not sure whether to use the term "byte" or the term "character" here. I tend to use "character".

5. Item 9

Does this imply that we now have FOUR categories of groups:  alphanumeric, bit, national and group screen item? If so, I suggest that we mention that somewhere.

6. Item 12

I could not find the original wording.

7. Item 14, I suggest to add the two clauses  in the General Format after the REDEFINES clause. {The REDEFINES clause has always been the first clause in the General Format to indicate that it should be the first clause when used.}
8. Item 21

a) 13.16.26.a, I suggest to replace the last part as follows: "… national, unless specified otherwise." {By the way, the use of the combination "COBOL language" is double-using the word language.}
b) 13.16.26.a.2, Syntax Rule 2, change in part to read: "When the BIT phrase is specified, the USAGE clause  shall not be specified and USAGE BIT is implied …".

{I suggest to disallow the use of the USAGE clause when the GROUP clause has been specified. A combination like


2  example-group group bit usage bit.

  reads somewhat awkward AND might even suggest that you could specify another usage which is certainly not true!}

c) 13.16.26.a.2, Syntax Rule 3, change in part to read: "When the NATIONAL phrase is specified, the USAGE clause shall not be specified and USAGE NATIONAL is implied …".

{See previous remark.}

d) 13.16.26.a.3, General Rule 1.a, delete the second sentence (it is already stated in Syntax Rule 2).

e) 13.16.26.a.3, General Rule 1.b, delete the words "in specific rules".

f) 13.16.26.a.3, General Rule 1.c, replace "described by" by "contained in".

g) 13.16.26.a.3, General Rule 2.a, delete the second sentence (it is already stated in Syntax Rule 3).

h) 13.16.26.a.3, General Rule 2.b, delete the words "in specific rules".

9. Item 25.a

I suggest to replace the text as follows, and delete the Note:

" The storage area for the subject of the entry shall not be larger than the storage area required for the data item referenced by data-name-2, unless the data item referenced by data-name-2 has been specified with level number 1 and without the EXTERNAL phrase."

10. Item 26.b

I suggest to delete this, since the new GR3 as specified in document 99-0154 implies this (the text is as follows: "When the THROUGH phrase has been specified, neither data-name-2 nor data-name-3 shall refer to a bit data item or to a national data item. Therefore, when the THROUGH phrase has been specified, the subject of this entry is always an alphanumeric group item."

11. Item 32

This item is empty.

12. Item 39

a) In proposed item d), add "the" between "with" and "same".

b) In proposed item d), replace "an elementary boolean data item of usage bit" by "an elementary bit data item".

c) In proposed item e), replace "an elementary data item of usage national" by "an elementary national data item".

13. Item 41

a) In proposed item 4), replace "an elementary boolean data item of usage bit" by "an elementary bit data item".

b) In proposed item 5), replace "an elementary data item of usage national" by "an elementary national data item".

14. Item 43

I suggest to replace the text as follows:

"When identifier-1 refers to a bit group item or a national group item, it shall be processed as a group item. When identifier-2 refers to a bit group item or a national group item, it shall be processed as an elementary item."

15. Item 46

The text starting with "when the CORRESPONDING …" should be deleted, since General Rule 3 is valid for Format 1 only.

16. Item 48

I suggest to delete this. It has already been specified with the description of the CORRESPONDING phrase. 

Moreover, IF we add this Note, the we have to add it to ADD CORRESPONDING and SUBTRACT CORRESPONDING as well.

17. Item 57

This has already been dealt with in item 56.

Moreover: the text suggest that this is also true for group screen items. Is that so?

18. Item 59

New General Rule 1, delete the word "data" (two occurrences).

19. Item 60.b

Replace "an elementary data item of usage national" by "an elementary national data item".

20. Item 61

In proposed item 1): what is meant by "corresponding"?

21. Item 62.b

Replace "an elementary data item of usage national" by "an elementary national data item".

22. Item 68

a) Proposed item b), example, delete "USAGE NATIONAL"

b) proposed item b), first sentence after the example, add "group" between "national" and "item".

23. Open issues

1. No.

2. I don't know, but I would be in favor of adding VALUE to the group level.

